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records in endurance biking, and has ridden all across India
and the Himalayas. On quitting the ad industry he has
taken to travel writing, documentaries and is the founder
of Out There Adventures.
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Australian came to the Himalayas and stayed on for good.
Now a resident of Kathmandu, Peter is an avid mountain
biker, kayaker and mountaineer.

SAROSH COOPER: [V R G s B )

Extreme Sports Cooper. High-altitude trekker, scuba
diver, alpine and water skier, bungee jumper. If that
wasn’t sufficient, this Mumbaikar is awaiting his solo
license for skydiving.

)2 8 B(e) HBy day, this Pennsylvanian is a manager with

Home Depot (a kind of Wal-Mart). On other days he is a
backpacker, photographer and a handyman with cars. So
while Chandan mans the ATV and Peter and Sarosh man
the bikes, Elliot will drive the support van with all essen-
tials and hopes that any automotive problems on the trip
fall within his ken.
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avid traveller. Any questions as to why Himanshu's in
this team?
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pher, Plaban has been involved with a few international
documentaries. His camera work aside, this youngster

is also adept at the editing table and as director. Just
entering his 20s, he would have been the youngest mem-
ber of this crew, were it not for..

SV E1 AT HPeter and Bhabani Stewart’s son.
While Chandan would be celebrating his birthday the day
the expedition begins, this boy will be celebrating his
14th birthday somewhere along the way. He first rode a
bike when he was five and paraglided at eight. He is also a
trained kayaker and a river guide.
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bike,” says Chandan. I ask him how different this
is from one of those road trips nearly everybody
and their neighbour seem to be taking these days.
He smiles. If he is offended, he isnt showing it.
“We're going on a holiday. And some people
would ask ‘why don't you guys take a plane?” But
this expedition is to raise a million dollars and,
whenever possible, donate it to the needy — then
and there. No charities or NGOs. No operative or
administrative costs. We will have an independent
auditor to keep track.”

How does it work? The team will have with
them ‘wish flags’ of children whom they would
interact with through their journey. “If possible,
those wishes can be fulfilled with the donations
already collected. If not, these wish flags will be
put up online with the names and addresses of the
kids, ensuring that what they need will reach
them whenever it can.” The team will also be
working with the War Wounded Foundation —
which, instead of donating money to those
wounded in war, will use it to train them for
employment. And the donations? “There already
are some coming in with the ‘Sponsor a Mile,
Sponsor a Smile’ movement,” says Chandan. This
involves donors sponsoring a mile for $10.

Hmm. Highly optimistic and rather surreal.
But you've got to accept it beats candlelight vigils
and charity balls by several thousand miles. The
trip, which will begin on April 17 in Sri Lanka, is
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still a work in progress. What's more — dare I say
— interesting is the man himself. 'm aware that
Chandan has some world records under him, but
all he says is about them is, “Yeah, there are
some.” Which is when the plot thickens.

Quick, which is the highest road? What, you
think I digress? That’s not the answer. Khardung
La? Well, that’s not entirely true. After some
aimless chat with Chandan I discovered this guy
went on a crazy quest to find more on Marsimik
La, which the Indian Army claims to be 5,582
metres above sea level; about 220 metres higher
than Khardung La’s 5,359 metres. “Actually there
still are some arguments on whether it’s as
motorable as Khardung La,” he says. But
Marsimik La, Skms away from the Indo-Chinese
border, exists. And it is at a higher altitude. And
what Chandan and his company Out There
Adventures has been doing is organise expeditions
rather than just trips.
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“Indians have three issues: not enough resources
to travel, not enough leave, and not enough
information.” What makes OTA different is that
it works on the information part. “Today there is
a Wiki on Marsimik La and about 3000 hits on
the place in Google. Six months back, there were
two.” It took about six months for his company
to get the requisite permissions to explore the
place and open the destination to adventurers.

Chandan is also planning a jet ski expedition
from Gangasagar, West Bengal (where the river
empties into the Bay of Bengal) and Hardwar
(near the river’s origin) on the eve of the
Gangasagar Mela in January. Now why would any
sane man do that? “Actually, I am counting on the
rubbish in the river to get stuck in the jet ski’s
propeller. That would make people on the banks
sit up and take notice.”

Somehow, that’s how the man comes across.
You might think him a bit naive; a bit too
idealistic for his own good. But it still beats
beauty contestants who claim onstage to pray for
world peace and elimination of poverty. @




